
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

‘Blowing the Whistle’ 

on the Wheeler Panel 

 Why did we make this toolkit? 

 Background on the provincial review 

 Concerns about the review process  

 How to get your community to the public meetings 

 What to expect in Toolkit #2 
 A toolbox of useful resources  

Part 1 

 

 



 

? 

A group of activists and organizers from across Nova Scotia have created this toolkit to help 

people in Nova Scotia who oppose fracking through a unified, clear message, with creative 

ideas for communicating that message.   

There is presently an unofficial moratorium on fracking in Nova Scotia. An independent panel 

of experts is reviewing several aspects of fracking, and is making recommendations to the 

provincial government. From July 16th-29th, the review panel will be sharing their findings with 

the public in ten communities across Nova Scotia. The government will then decide whether or 

not to continue the moratorium on fracking.  We expect that they will allow fracking under 

the condition that regulations are created to support this industry. Many believe that 

regulations will NOT protect our communities from the risks associated with fracking.  

With the fracking review wrapping up and the government decision on fracking drawing near, 

now is the time to come together and voice your concerns about how fracking will impact 

your community 

This toolkit is full of tips, tools, and strategies to help you and your community contribute to this 

part of the fight against fracking. If you have any questions, concerns, or requests for support, 

please contact Katie at kperf095@gmail.com. 

The purpose of the moratorium on fracking, originally put in place in 2011, was to pause on 

fracking “until it can be proven that fracking will not cause harm.”  The independent review 

panel on fracking was created in the fall of 2013 under this same goal. The panel is chaired 

by Dr. David Wheeler, president of Cape Breton University, and includes nine experts in 

fields such as oil and gas operations, health, engineering, water, regulations and First 

Nations issues. The panel is in the process of releasing chapters of the final report to the 

public. Based on the content of the panel’s papers, this review does not prove, or disprove, 

anything.  These chapters will make up the final paper to be presented to the government. 

After finalizing its report, we expect the Panel will make recommendations to the Nova 

Scotia government sometime in the fall of 2014.

We are worried about the scientific integrity of the papers produced by this panel for the 

following reasons: 

 The panel is not utilizing or discussing extensive scientific literature available on many 

issues relating to fracking.  

 The panel is not sufficiently discussing the climate impacts of fracking. 

 

In light of these and other problems with the review, the government should not use the 



 

information in this review to make a decision about fracking.  

The first component of our campaign involves filling up the public information sessions 

taking place from July 16th to the 29th. You should attend to hear what Dr. Wheeler has to say, 

and to voice your concerns about your own local community.  We encourage you to attend 

with your friends, family, colleagues and community leaders.  Show your dissatisfaction, 

mistrust, and frustration with the lack of science in the panel’s papers relating to your own 

hometown and region. There are a number of ways you can encourage people in your 

community to be part of this campaign: 

 Put up posters in popular shops, cafes, markets, and public spaces 

 Distribute flyers at community events. In our Toolbox is a flyer prepared by 

NOFRAC for you to use! 

 Visit your neighbours, talk to them about the public meeting, and ask them to join 

you! 

 Spread the word on Facebook/Twitter (and other forms of social media!) using the 

hashtag #NOFRACKNS. 

 Build a phone tree: call two of your friends, tell them they should come to the 

meeting, and ask each of them to call two people… and so on. (We’ll provide 

information on how to create a phone tree in Toolkit #2) 

 Bring friends to the meetings: offer them a ride, do whatever it takes to get them to a 

session! 

 Write Letter to the editor in your local paper! There are some examples in the 

Toolbox! 

 Call your MLA, municipal councillors, and MPs to attend the meeting to get a feel for 

your community’s reaction to fracking, 

 

See our TOOLBOX section for handy posters, talking points, and more! 

#

Action: What to do at your community information session

The panel is developing recommendations to give to government on fracking.  They are 

hosting public meetings to share recommendations with the public.  We are concerned that 

the panel will recommend that the province end the moratorium.  The goal of getting 

local residents out to these meetings is to communicate one thing very clearly: The original 

purpose of the moratorium was to pause on fracking “until it can be proven that 

fracking will not cause harm”, and this review will not bring us closer to proving that. 

   



 

By communicating this very specific message, you can share your mistrust in the review 

process, taking away the government’s ability to later use the review as a valid and trusted 

source of information.  We are excited to share ideas about ways to send this message. Stay 

tuned, it will be included in Toolkit #2! 

Follow up: What to do after your community info session

Fracking will affect not only your community but the entire province, so consider attending 

as many public meetings as you can to support your neighbours, friends, family and First 

Nations communities in other parts of the province.  If possible, try attend the July 23rd 

public meeting in Halifax. This will be a huge show of strength against fracking, is near the 

end of the community meeting tour, and will be a great opportunity to meet and discuss with 

other anti-fracking organizers from across the province.  Stay tuned to learn about a 

province-wide grassroots virtual rally on July 27th. 

 

It is really important to capture the contact information of people attending the community 

event in your town. With this information you can not only foster a network you can use for 

future actions against fracking, but you can also collect this information to input on a 

province-wide petition. This information and more will be included in Toolkit #2

Some of the tools you can expect to see in Toolkit #2 are: 

 A step-by-step on how to set up a phone-tree (to remind people of the meeting!) 

 Ways to collect contact information of people in your local community 

 A petition form to bring to your event 

 Handbills with facts about fracking and details about the review 

 And much more! 

  



 

 

 

Schedule of Public Meetings:   
Town Date Time Location Address 

Sydney July 16th 5 to 7  Room CS 104 The 
Verschuren Centre CBU 

1250 Grand Lake Rd. 
Sydney 

Port 
Hawksbury 

July 17th 6:30 to 8:30 Port Hawkesbury Civic 
Centre  

606 Reeves St. Port 
Hawkesbury 

New Glasgow July 21st 12 to 2 Pictou County Wellness 
Centre 

2756 Westville Rd. 
RR3 New Glasgow 

Tatamagouche July 21st 6:30 to 8:30 Tatamagouche Centre 259 Loop Route 6, RR#3  
Tatamagouche 

Amherst July 22nd 12 to 2 The Dominion Public Building 98 Victoria St. Amherst 

Truro July 22nd 6 to 8 Rath Eastlink Community 
Centre 

625 Abenaki Rd, Truro 

Halifax July 23rd 6 to 8 Kings College Alumni Hall 6350 Coburg Rd. Halifax 

Yarmouth July 24th 11 to 1 Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, 
Yarmouth Branch 

341 Main St. Yarmouth 

Windsor July 24th 6:30 to 8:30 Windsor Community Centre 
(Hants County War 
Memorial Community Ctr) 

78 Thomas St., Windsor  

Whycocomagh July 29th 6 to 8 Whycocomagh Waterfront 
Centre 

9650 Hwy 105 
Whycocomagh 
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Speaking points for canvassing: 

Before you go out talking to people in your community, you’ll need to prepare what you’ll 

say, and get ready to answer questions about this campaign. This sample script can be 

easily adapted to suit your needs! 

1. You:  Hi! My name is [your name] and I’m from [town name]. I was wondering if you had 

heard about the public meeting about fracking that is taking place on [date, location]?  Them:  

Yes… You: Great! Can we count on you to be there?  

2. You:  (as above)  Them:  What’s fracking? You: [succinct explanation of fracking, see 

‘Handbill’ in this toolkit].  There has been an unofficial moratorium on fracking in Nova Scotia 

for a few years. The original purpose of the moratorium was to pause on fracking “until it can 

be proven that fracking will not cause harm”, and this review will not bring us closer to proving 

that at all.  I’m very concerned that the panel will recommend that the province end the 

moratorium.  Fracking will threaten our air, water, land and climate.  We need to speak 

up now so that our voices against fracking come through loud and clear.  Have you heard 

about the public meeting about fracking that is taking place on [date, location]? Can we count 

on you to be there? 

Facebook and Social Media 
In the lead up to your event, the use of social media can increase awareness about an issue 

or event. We’ve created graphics which can be shared or used as profile pictures or 

banners on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other forms of social media.  

As you know, there will be public meetings held in the following locations. We’ve created 

graphics you can use as your Facebook profile picture, or you can share it on your timeline! 

 Yarmouth 

 Windsor 

 Halifax 

 Truro 

 Amherst 

 Tatamagouche 

 New Glasgow 

 Whycocomagh 

 Sydney 

 Port Hawksbury 

 The full list of locations 

To use one of the above image as a Facebook profile picture, select the above hyperlink, 

download the graphic on your computer, click on the camera icon on the bottom left hand 

corner of your Facebook profile picture, and select ‘upload photo’. Be sure to include a 

caption about why you’re attending! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPMTNiQmNaNmktU2c/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPYndGbUw1OHEwUHM/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPeFZpQWVvMWNrUjg/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPa3kzTXNTSi1tMVE/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPZEkzckZ2MUkwem8/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPSGhBcEFHRmtob2s/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPLWVhYXMtMVR4MmM/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPU2RyU1RtX0dqVHc/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPMTdIVm8yVF9sUVU/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPNDE5THVaSzNXV3M/edit?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPZFpzWVA1RnRRU1k/edit?usp=sharing


 

We also made a Facebook banner graphic which includes the dates and times for all the 

meetings across Nova Scotia. This is especially useful if you have Facebook friends in other 

parts of the Province. To change your banner, save the graphic on your computer. Hover 

your mouse over the banner on your Facebook profile. A button will appear that says 

‘change banner’. Select ‘Upload Photo’ and write a unique caption.  

Be sure to use the hashtag #NOFRACKNS when writing captions on Facebook posts, when 

writing Twitter updates, and with Instagram captions. Hashtags are an easy way to track 

posts about a specific topic. If we can get everyone across the province using 

#NOFRACKNS  we can keep up-to-date with what’s happening in other cities and towns!  

Samples: Letter to the Editor 
The following letters were written by people from across Nova Scotia to their local papers. 

They serve as great examples of the kinds of information that you can use when writing your 

own letter! The following list is just a few examples of newspapers you could trry! 

Chronicle Herald, letters@herald.ca  

New Glasgow News, letters@ngnews.ca 

Enfield Weekly Press, editor@enfieldweeklypress.com 

Hants Journal, editor@hantsjournal.ca 

Pictou Advocate, editor@pictouadvocate.com 

Grapevine (Wolfville) grapevine.wolfville@gmail.com 

The Casket, editor@thecasket.ca 

Digby Courier, editor@digbycourier.ca  

Cape Breton Post, edit@cbpost.com 

If you have questions about contact Katie at kperf095@gmail.com. 

#1 

 Greed trumps green 

 

Our environment is in trouble because of us. Clear-cutting and fracking are but two of the 

ways we are doing damage. Clear-cutting destroys trees which clean carbon dioxide from our 

atmosphere and provide the oxygen all living creatures must have. Without their root systems 

to hold back water, we experience floods. Why aren’t the companies that destroy our forests 

forced to replant trees for future generations? 

 

Fracking contaminates the water we need to sustain life. Already, we have so many waterways 

that are dead or dying. 

 

In both cases, this is short-term greed for a few, which will lead to long-term pain for many in 

the future. When will our politicians wake up and realize that we must seriously start to protect 

our environment now? 

 

Gordon Hansford, Kentville 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-4Oj-NC1KhPaUU0bERabTROWEE/edit
mailto:letters@herald.ca
mailto:letters@ngnews.ca
mailto:editor@enfieldweeklypress.com
mailto:editor@hantsjournal.ca
mailto:editor@pictouadvocate.com
mailto:grapevine.wolfville@gmail.com
mailto:editor@thecasket.ca
mailto:editor@digbycourier.ca
mailto:edit@cbpost.com
mailto:kperf095@gmail.com


 

Nova Scotia’s independent fracking review has already proven itself a waste of time 

and money. 

 

The Council of Canadian Academies (CCA) finished its review on fracking in the spring, so 

why are we spending hundreds of thousands of tax dollars on a second review? 

 

The CCA review found that fracking wellbores are leaking methane into the atmosphere 

and hastening climate change. Also, this same methane leakage could be contaminating 

groundwater. A panelist with the CCA review, Maurice Dusseault, published his own study 

on this leakage in May. 

 

“Wellbore leakage is a threat to the environment and public safety,” said Dusseault, 

“because of potential groundwater quality deterioration, contributions to greenhouse gas 

emissions and explosion risks if methane gas accumulates in inadequately ventilated 

areas.” 

 

The Nova Scotia review, however, has bent over backwards to please the oil and gas 

industry by downplaying all the risks listed above. It’s made claims of public and 

environmental safety with absolutely no scientific backing. After dismissing groundwater 

contamination and omitting climate change from discussions altogether, this review 

slipped the following disclaimer into one of its earliest reports: “The data needed to 

reliably assess environmental impacts is not available.” 

 

And we’re supposed to have faith in this review? 

 

By the panel’s own admission, it can’t tell whether or not fracking will put Nova Scotian 

citizens in harm’s way. This review should be scrapped and our province should face the 

facts — fracking is a disaster in the making. 

 

Zack Metcalfe, Halifax 

#2 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Juxtapose Jim Meek’s June 21 column on our “wilful blindness” about pipelines and Ralph 

Surette’s “Fracking’s magic-bullet moment fading fast” (June 14) for a perfect example of 

what Surette calls “the tenacity of the world’s built-in resistance to energy reality.” Surette 

is keeping abreast with research that indicates that fracking may be an overhyped 

resource and a flash in the pan that leaves a heavy footprint. 

 

Concerning the pipelines, which are roundly rejected in the west, Meek scolds us for not 

embracing industry and government rhetoric — even referencing (laughably) Stephen 

Harper’s responsible approach to developing the resource. 

 

He seems to have misunderstood or overlooked the bits about exporting this resource. 

Even if the eastern pipeline were built, and bitumen made it to Irving’s refineries in Saint 

John, it is expensive to process and so is unlikely to be used domestically, rendering his 

initial question about Alberta vs. Iraqi oil purely jingoistic. The discussion is much broader 

and deserves more than nationalistic flag-waving. 

 

Meek’s column makes no mention of our need to reduce, not increase our reliance on fossil 

fuel. This is not an extremist position, but one that our leading scientists have been trying 

to bring home to us, as do the IPCC recommendations (...) 

#3 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#4 

Fracking a fait accompli? 

 

Coincident with the release this week of its two papers on groundwater security and well-

head integrity, I’ve suddenly lost my faith in the objectivity of the hydraulic fracturing 

panel. 

 

Despite significant evidence to the contrary, these papers seem to suggest that we are only 

a few regulatory tweaks away from “drill, baby, drill.”  

Combine this industry-friendly position of the panel with the recently announced losses of 

800 jobs in New Glasgow, and a decision at Province House to approve fracking becomes 

increasingly likely. After all, the politicians come up for re-election in only four years, 

whereas the fracking fluids might not come up to contaminate the groundwater for 

decades. 

 

Barrie Clarke, Halifax 

 

 

 

 



 

(…) Dismissing the body of science, the concerns of First Nations people across the 

country, environmentalists and all the rest of us who are “deluded enough to believe that 

we should survive without oil” speaks of a wilful blindness to the world’s energy reality and 

our need to collectively confront our dependence on fossil fuels (no matter where they 

come from) by developing and supporting the use of sustainable alternatives and 

gradually phasing in their use wherever possible. 

 

Pat Dixon, Minasville 

 

#5 

 

 

 

  

Re: your May 17 article, “Fracking revenues pegged at $10m a year.” I feel compelled to 

point out some glaring distortions of the facts in the second paper released by the Wheeler 

panel on fracking. 

The Wheeler panel clearly promised us a balanced discussion on all of the issues 

surrounding the fracking industry, yet what we have received so far is unsupported 

information on the projected economic benefits of the industry without providing us with a 

proper accounting of the costs of fracking Nova Scotia. 

Obviously missing is truthful information about where most of those revenues generated 

from fracking would likely go and how much loss taxpayers would experience from unsafe 

roads, contaminated environments, industrialized communities and destroyed health. 

For example, in the same edition, a proud Premier Stephen McNeil was photographed 

announcing to Nova Scotia fruit farmers that his government would be supporting a sector 

that is “moving forward” by providing monies to help apple growers diversify their crops. 

McNeil was quoted as saying that he is “confident the industry will remain an important 

engine of the province’s economy for many years to come.” 

In fact, the apple sector alone generates $50 million per year for our economy. Most 

people might be surprised to learn that the agricultural GDP for 2012 contributed $259 

million to the provincial economy, with total agricultural production valued at $667 million 

in the same year. Agri-food processing contributed $342 million in 2010 and total revenues 

from that sector exceeded $1.2 billion. 

With this kind of annual boost to our economy, it is little wonder that current and past 

governments endorsed growing our local agricultural sectors and have expended millions 

upon millions of taxpayers’ dollars on programs to support farmers over the years. For 

many Nova Scotians, having a modicum of food security is as vital to our well-being as is 

having clean air and water (…) 



 

(…) Agriculture in Nova Scotia is an industry that will keep on giving for many more 

generations to come — if the land base is still there to support it and the soil and 

groundwater are healthy enough for it to flourish. 

Fracking Nova Scotia will only generate revenues for a few years before wells dry up. 

Fracking in Nova Scotia will take place overtop much of our best farmland and will 

permanently destroy hundreds of family farms and thousands of hectares of fertile soil 

in the process. 

Simply look on the Department of Energy’s onshore petroleum gas lease agreement 

maps and then take a look at a map of where Nova Scotia’s agricultural land is and it will 

become obvious that they overlay each other almost perfectly. This loss of a valuable 

farming resource would not be unique to Nova Scotia. In the U.S., where fracking for 

shale gas has a decade-long history, farms and farmland have already been wrecked in 

some areas. 

Since Nova Scotia’s agricultural industry is one industry that is definitely growing, it 

makes no sense at all to render it useless for present and future generations of Nova 

Scotian farmers. 

Marilyn Cameron, Grafton 

Flyers 
NOFRAC created a fantastic flyer about fracking. Click the image below to download the 

PDF, or contact Jennifer West for copies at groundwater@ecologyaction.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecologyaction.ca/files/images-documents/file/Coastal/fracking/2013 Pamphlet, final email.pdf
mailto:groundwater@ecologyaction.ca


 

Posters 
We’ve also created customizable posters that you can put up around your community 

(provide on the following pages). You can also use the graphics designed for social media 

(pictured below). For paper copies of either, please contact Jennifer at 

groundwater@ecologyaction.ca 

 

 

 

 

mailto:groundwater@ecologyaction.ca


 

 



 

 



 

 


